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who by his ability and energy produced such important and
lasting effects for the renown of Florence, should have been
consigned to almost complete oblivion. By most he is, if
known at all, only known as the originator of the collection
of portraits of the painters in the Uffm Gallery. His impor-
tant work of not only founding the celebrated scientific so-
ciety of the "Cimento," but leading it during the whole of
its brilliant career, has won for him no credit, his name even
being scarcely mentioned in connection with that society.
His valuable work in assisting the cause of Literature has
been equally unrecognised. Above all, it is to Leopold that
the world chiefly owes the two great picture-galleries of the
(Jffm and the Pitti, of which Florence is so justly proud;
and for this achievement alone his name deserves to be
rescued from the obscurity into which it has been allowed to
sink. He was a worthy successor of those earlier members
of the family who had done so much for Learning and Art
in the fifteenth century. And he was the last of this family
who showed that exceptional ability for which it had for
nearly three centuries been noted.

Leopold corresponded with all the leading men of science
and professors of the fine arts throughout Europe; his critical
taste and knowledge in all matters relating to Art and Litera-
ture were pioverbial; while in Science he had not only been
one of Galileo's chief pupils, but also his abilities and ardour
in that study made him the natural leader of the band of
men who had been influenced by Galileo's researches and
were anxious to carry still further the scientific enquiries
which the latter had inaugurated. The fine portrait of Leo-
pold depicts him in the dress of a cardinal, and was therefore
painted towards the end of his life, as he did not become a
cardinal until 1667, by which time he was fifty years of age.
He holds in his hand one of the many letters on the subject
of Art or Science which he was constantly receiving from
his numerous correspondents scattered about Europe.

Ferdinand, who had the reputation of being the most cut.